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eMy Lord, 5 
SV Hough to prefix fo great a Name to /[ 0 mean a 
{ T8 Preceyſeems likp enlarging the Entrance of 


W 4n hou[e, that affords no Reception : yet, 
JE #7 fance _ 1s uk a can mY the Pubs 
lation of it, but what can alſo Command it; the Work 
muſt think of no other Patronage,then the ſame that a« 
dorns and protetts its Author Some indecd vouch great 
Names, becauſe they think they deſerve,but 1,becauſe 
I need ſuch: and had I not more cccaſton then many 
others, to ſee and converſe with, your Lordſhips Can- 
dour and proneſs to pardon , there is none bad greater 
cauſe to / tay your Judgment 5 and thereby in [ome 
part I venture to commend my own, For all knowwho 
knew your Lordſhip,that in a Nobler reſpettthan either 
that of Government,or Patronage, you repreſ, ent and 
Head the beſt of Unrverſittes : and bave T ravelled 
over too many Nations,and Authors,to encourage any 

one that underſtands bimſ elf, to appear an Author mn 
your Hands : who ſeldome read any Books toinform 
your ſelf but onely to countenance and credit them, 
But ,my Lord, what 1s bere Publiſhed,pretends no In- 
A 2 ſtruftion 


ſftruftion, but only Homage; while it teaqhes many of 
the World it only deſcribes your Lordſhip; Who have 
made the ways of Labour and Vertue, of doing, and 
doing Good, your Buſineſs and your Recreation , your | 
Meat and your Drink, and, 1 may add alſo, your 
Sleep, My Lord the Subjeft bere treated of , is of 
that Nature, that it would ſeem but a Chimera, and 
a bold Paradox, did it not in the very Front carry an 
Inſtance to exemplifie it ; > ſo by the Dedication con- 
vence the World that the Diſcourſe it ſelf was not im- 
prafticable, For ſuch ever was, aud is, and will be 
the Temper of the generality of mankind 3 that ,while I 
ſend men for Pleaſure, to Religion , 1 cannot but 
expett, that they will look upon me, as only having a 


mind to be pleaſ! ant with them my ſelf : nor are men 
to be Worded tnto new T empers,or Conſtitutions : aud 
he that thinks, that any one can perſwade,but He that 
made the World, wiil find that he does not well un- 
derftand tt 


My Lord, I bave _ your Command, for ſuch 
tr 


muſt I account your Defre; and thereby Deſugn, not ſo 
much the Publication of my. Sermon, as of my Obe- 
atence : for, next to the $ upream Pleaſ: wre de ſt cribed 
in the enſuing Diſcourſe, I enjoy none greater then in 
having, any opportunity to declare my ſelf, 


Your Lordſhips very Humble Servant, 
and Obliged Chaplain, _ 


Robert South, 
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PROVERBS 3.17. 
Her Wayes are Wayes of Pleaſantneſs. 


8 He Text relating to ſomething 
gc 

8 going before, mult carry our 

> Eye back torhe 13 verſe, where 

8 we ſhall find, that the thing, of 

9 Which theſe words are affirmed, 

is Wiſdome : A Name by 

which the Spirit of rod was here pleaſed to 

expreſs to us Religion, and thereby to tell the 

has: B world, 
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world, what before it was not aware of, and 
perhaps will not yet believe, that thoſe two 
great things that fo engroſs the deſires and de- 
{ignes of both the Nobler and Ignobler ſort of 
mankind, are to be found i Religion; namely, 
Wiſdom and Tleaſure ; and that the former is 
the direct way to the latter, as Religion i to 
Both, 

That Pleaſure is mans chiefeſt good, (be- 
cauſe indeed it is the perception'of Crood that 
is properly pleaſure) 1s an aſſertion moſt cer- 
taiuly true, though under the common accep- 
tance of it, not only falſe, but odious : for ac- 
cording to this, pleaſure and ſenſuality paſs for 
terms equivalent ; and therefore, he that takes 
it 11 this ſence, alters the Subject of the diſ- 
courſe, Senſuality 1s indeed a part, or rather 
one kind of pleaſure, ſuch an one as it 1s, For 
Pleaſure in general, 18:the conſequent apprey 
henſion of a futable ObjeEt, ſutably applied 
to a rightly diſpoſed faculty ; and ſo mult be 
converſant , both about the faculties of the 
Body, and of the Soul relpeCtively ; as being 
the reſult of the fruitions belonging to Both, 

Now amone(t thoſe many Arguments, uſed 
£0 preſs upon men the exerciſe of Religion, l 
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know nane that are like to be ſo ſucceſsful, as 
thoſe that anſwer, and remove the prejudices 
that generally poſleſs, and barr up the Hearts 
of men againſt it :, amongſt which, there is 
none ſo prevalert in Truth, though (o little 
owned in Preterice, as that it 15-an Eremy to 
mens pleaſures, that it bereaves them of all the 
ſweets of Converſe, dooms them to an abſurd 
and perpetual Melancholy, deſigning to make 
| the world nothing elſe but a great Monaſtery, 
With which notion of Religion, Nature and 
Reaſon ſeems to have great cauſe to be dilſa- 
tified, For ſince God never Created any 
faculty, either in Soul or Body, but withal 
prepared for it a ſutable objeEt, and that in or- 
der to its gratification ; can we think that Re- 
ligion was deſigned onely for a ContradiCtion 
to Nature ? and with the greateſt ard moſt ir- 
rational 'T'yranny in the World to tantalize, 
and tie men up from enjoyment, in the mid(t 
of all the opportunities of enjoyment ? to place 
men with the furious afteCtions of huvger, and 
thirſt in the very bottome of Plenty ; and then 
to tel] them that the envy of Providence has 
ſcaled up every thing that is ſutable under the 
Character of Unlawful 2 For certainly, firſt 
B 2 to 
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to frame appetites fit to receive pleaſure, and 
then to interdift them with a Touch not , taſt 
net, can be nothing elſe, then onely to give them: 
eccaſion to devour, and prey upon themſelves ; | 
and ſo to keep men under the perpetual 'Tor- 
ment of an unſatisfied Delire : a thing hugely: 
contrary tothe natural felicity of the Creature, 
and conſequently tothe wiſdom,and goodneſs of 
the great Creator, 

He therefore chat would perſwade men to B 
Religion, both with Art and efficacy, muſt 
found the perſwaſion of it upon this, that icin- 
terferes not with any rational pleaſure , that it | 
bids no bodyquit the enjoiment of any one thing 
that his Reaſon can prove to hun, ought tobe 
enjoyed. "Tis confeſſed, when through the 
_ circumltances of a mans temper or con- 
dition, the Enjoyment of a pleaſure would cer- 
rainly expoſe him to a-greater inconvenience, 
then Religion bids him quit it ; char is, it bids 
him prefer the endurance of a leſſer evil before 
a greater, ard Nature it ſelf does no leſs, Re- 
ligion therefore intrenches upon none of our 
Priviledges, invades none-of our Pleaſures ; it 
may indeed ſometimes command us to change, 
but never totally to abjare them, 

But 
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A Sermon Preach d at Court, GC, 
But it is eaſily foreſeen, that this Diſcourſe 
will in the very beginmrg of it be encountred 
by an Argument from-Experience , and there- 
fore not more obvious than ſtrong ; namely, 
that it cannot but be the greatelt trouble inthe 
world for a man thus (as it were) even toſhake 
oft himſelf,and to defie his Nature, by a perpe- 
tual chwarting of his innate Appetites arid De- 
ſires ; which yet is abſolutely receſlary toa 
{eyere and impartial proſecution of a Courſe of 
Piety : nay, and we have this alerted alſo, by 
the VerdiCt of Chrilt himſelf, who (till makes 
the Diſciplines of ſelf-denal and the Croſs, 
thoſe terrible blows to fleſh and blood , the in- 
diſpenſable requiſites to the being of his Dt- 
{ciples. All which being ſo, would rot he 
that ſhould be ſo hardy as to attempt to per- 
{wade men to Piety from the hai of it; 
be lyable to that inveCtive taunt from all man- 
kind, that the Iiraclites gave to Moſes; Wilt thiP 
put out the eyes of this People? Wilt thou perſwade 
us out of or firſt Notions ? Wile thou demon- 
ſtrate, that there is any delight in a Croſs, any 
Comfort in Violent abridgments, and which is 
the greateſt Paradox of all, that the hizheil 
'Pleaſure is to ab{lain from it ? 
B 3 For 
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For anſwer to whigh , it mult be confeſt, 
that all Arguments whatſoever againit Expe- 
rience are fallacious ; and therefore in order 
to the Clearing of the Afertion lay'd down, 
I ſhall premiſe theſe two Conliderations, 

1. 'That Pleaſure 1s in the Nature of ita 
Relative thing, and ſo imports a peculiar Re- 
lation and Correſpondence to the itate and con- 
dition of the Perſon to whom 1t is a Pleaſure, 
For as thoſe who Diſcoarſe of Atoms affirm 
that there are Atoms of all forms, ſome round, 
ſome triangular, ſome ſquare, and the like ; all 
which are continually in motion , and never 
ſertle till they fall into a fit circumſcription 
or place of the ſame figure : So there are the 
like great diverſities of Minds and Objects ; 
whence it 1s, that this Object ſtriking upon a 
mind thus or thus diſpoſed, flyes off, and re- 
bounds without making any impreition ; but 
he ſame luckily hapning upon another of a 
Diſpoſition as it were framed for it, is pre- 
ſently catcht at, and greedily claſped into the 
nearelt Unions and Embraces. 

2, The other thing to be conſidered, is this, 
That the Eſtate of all menby Nature is more 
or leſs different from thar eltate, into which, 
the 
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the ſame perſons do, or may paſs by the exer- 
ciſe of that which the Philoſophers called Vir- 
rue, and uito which men ate much more effe- 
Etually and fublimely tranſlated by that which 
we call Crrace; that is, by the ſupernatural o- 
verpowring operation of Gods Spirit, The dif- 
ference of which two eltates conſiſts in this ; 
that inthe former the ſenſitive appetites rule 
and domineer ; in the latter the Supream fa- 
culty of the Soul , called Reaſon, ſways the 
Scepter, and aCts the whole man above the 
irregular demands of Appetite and Aﬀe- 
Ction, 

That the diltinCtion between theſe two is 
not a meer figment , framed only to ſerve an 
| Hypotheſis nnDivinity;and that there is no man 
bat is really undes one, before he is under the 
other, I ſhall prove, by ſhewing a Reaſon why 
it 15 ſ0,o0r rather indeed why it cannot but be ſo, 
And it is this: Becauſe every man in the begin- 
nirg of his life, for ſeveral years is capable only 
of exerciſing his ſenſ1tive Cookin and deſires, 
tae uſe of Reaſon notſhewing it ſelf till about 
the Seventh Year of his Age, and then at 
length but (as it were) dawning in very im- 
perfect Eflays and Diſcoveries, Now it be- 
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ing moſt undeniably evident thag every Faculty 
and Power grows " Arms and (tronger by exer - 
ciſe ; is it any wonder at all, when a man for the 
= of his fir{t (1x years, and thoſe' the years of 

uCtility and impreiſion, has been wholly ruled 
by che propenſions of ſence, at that age very 
eager and impetuous ; that then after all, 
his Reaſon begining toexert and put forth it 
ſelf, finds the man prepoſleſs'd and under ano. 
ther power : ſo that it has much adoe by ma- 
ny lictle ſteps, and gradual conqueſts, to reco- 
ver its prerogative from the uſurpations of ap- 
petite, and ſo to ſubjeEt the whole man to its 
DiCtates : the difficulty of which 1s not con- 
quered by ſome menall their Dayes, And this 
15 one true ground of the Difference between a 
[tatz of Nature, and aſtate of Grace, which 
ſome are pleaſed to ſcoft atin Divinity , who 
tink that they confute all chat they laugh at, 
not knowing that it may be ſolidly evinced by 
meer Reaſon and Philoſophy. 

Theſe two cenſ1derations being premiſed, 
namely, That Pleaſure implyes a proportion 
and agreement to the reſpective $rares and | 
Conditions of men ; and that the (ſtate of men 
by Nature is valtly different from that eſtate 
unto 
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into which Crrace oy Vertue tranſplants 
them ; all that Objection levelled againlt the 
foregoing Aſlertion is very eaſily reſolveable, 
For there 15no doubt, but a man, while he 
reſignes himſelf upto the Bruitiſh guidance of 
ſence and appetite, has no reliſh at all for the 
Spiritual, refined delights of a Soul Clarifyed 
by Grace and Vertue, 'The pleaſures of an 
Angel can never be the pleaſures of a Hogg. 
But thiMs the thing that we contend for ; thac 


{ a manhaving once advanced himſelf to a itate 


of Superiority over the Control of his wferior 
Appetites , finds an finitely more ſolid and 
foblime pleaſure in the Delights proper to his 
Reaſon, then the ſame perſon , had ever con- 
veyed to him by the bare minittry of his Sen- 
ſes. His taſtis abſolutely changed, and there- 


# fore that which pleaſed him formerly , be- 
© comes flat and if1pid , to his Appetite now 
grown more Maſculine and ſevere, For as age 
# and maturity paſles -a real and a marvellous 


Change upon the Dyet and recreations of che 
ſame perſon ; {othat no man at the Years and 
Vigour of Thirty, is either fond of Suger- 
plums or Rattles : Inlike manner, when Rea- 
ſon, by the aſſiſtance of Grace, has prevailed 
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over , and outgrown the encroachments of ' 
Sence, the delights of Senfuality are to fuch 
an one but as an Hobby-horſe would be to a 
Councellour of State ; or as taſtleſs, as a 
bundle of Hay to an Hungry Lyon, Every 
alceration of a mans Condition ifallibly inferrs 
an alteration of his Pleaſures, 

The Athenians laughe the Phyfiognomilt 
to Scorn, who pretending to read mens minds | 
in their forcheads, deſcribed Socrates a crab- | 
bed, luſtful, proud, ul|-natured Perſon ; they 
knowing how direCtly contrary he was to that 
Dirty CharaEter, But Socrates bid them for- 
bear laughing at the man ; for that he hadgiven 
them a molt exaEt acconnt of his nature ; but 
what they ſaw in him ſo contrary at the pre- 
ſent, was from the conqueſt that he had got 
over his Natural diſpoſition by Philoſophy, 
And now let any one conſider, whether that 
Anger, that Reven e, that Wantonneſs and Am- 
bition, that were the proper pleaſures of Socra- 
tes, under his Natural temper of crabbed, luſt- 
ful, and Proud, could have at all affected or 
enamour'd the mind of the ſame Socrates; made 
gentle, cha(t and humble by Philoſophy, 

dritle ays, that eee ic Poſlible toput 

- Young 
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Young mans eye into an Old mans head, he 
would ſee as plainly and cleerly as the other ; 
ſocould we infuſe the inclinations and princi- 

les of a Vertuous perſon into him that proſe- 
cutes his debauches with the greateſt Keeneſs 
of deſire , and ſence of Delight , he would 
loath and reject them as heartily, as he now 
purſues them, Drogenes being asked at a Fealt, 
why he did not continue eating as the reſt did, 
anſwered him that asked him with another 
queſtion, Pray why do you eat 2 Why faies 
he, for my pleaſure ; why fo, faies Drogenes, do 
I abſtain for my Pleaſure z and therefore the 
vain, the Vitious and Luxurious perſon argues 
at an high rate of inconſequence , when he 
makes his particular deſires, the general mea- 
ſure of other mens delights, But the caſe is ſo 

lain, that Tſhall not upbraid any mans under- 
[tanding by endeavouring to give 1t any farther 
Tlluttration, 

But (till, after all, I muſt not deny that the 
change and pallage from a ſtate of Nature, 
to A Nate of Verrue, is laborious , and conſe- 
quently irkſome and unpleaſant : and to this 
ic 1s, that all the forementioned expreſſions 
of our Saviour do allude, But ſurely the 
C& 2 baſeneſs 
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baſeneſs of one condition, and the generous ex- 
cellency of the other 1s a ſufficient Argument 
to induce any one toa change, For as no man 
would think it a deſireable thing, to preſerve 
the Itch upon himſelf, only for the Pleaſure of 
Scrarching,that attends that loathſome diſtem- 
per ; ſo neither can any man, that would be 
faithful ro his Reaſon , yield his Ear tobe bo- 
red through by his domineerirg appetites , and 
ſo chooſe to ſerve them for ever, only for thoſe 
poor, thin gratifications of ſenſuality that they 
areable to reward him with, 'Theaſcert up the 
hill is haxd and tedious, but the ſerenity and 
fair proſpeEt at the Top, is ſuſhcient touncite 
the Labourer of undertaking it, and to reward: 
it being undertook, But the difference of theſe 
two conditions of men, as the foundation of 
their different pleaſures, being thus made our ; 
to preſs men with arguments to paſs from one 
ro the other, 1s not direCtly in the way, or de- 
ſign of this Diſcourſe; 

Yet before I come to declare poſitively the 
pleaſures that are to be found in the wayes of 
Religion : one of the grand duties of which 
15 (tated upon Repentance; a thing expreſled to 
us by the grim namesof Mortification, Cru- 
cifiEtion, 
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cifixion, and the like : and that I may not pro- 
ceed onely upon abſolute Negations, without 
ſome Conceſſions ; we will ſee, whether this fo 
harſh, diſmal, and aftrighting duty of Repen- 
tance is ſoentirely Call, as to admut of no mix- 
ture, no allay of ſweetneſs, to reconcile it to 
the Apprehenſions of Reaſon and Nature, 

Now Repentance conſiſts properly of two 
things, 


1, Sorrow for Sin. 
2, Change of Life, 
A word briefly of them both, 

1, And firſt for Sorrow for Sin: Uſually, 
the ſting of Sorrow is this , that it neither re- 
moves nor alters the thing we ſorrow for ; and 
ſo is but a kind of reproach to our Reaſon, 
which will be ſure to accoſt us with this Di- 
lemma, Either the thivg, we ſorrow for, is 
to be remedied, or itis not: If it is, why then 
do we ſpend the time in mourning, which 


ſhould be ſpent in an aCtive applying of Re- 


| medies? but if it is not ; then is our Sorrow 


Vain anJ1 Superfluous, as tending to no real 
Effect. For no man can weep his Father or 
his Friend out of the Grrave, or mourn himſelf 
out of a Bankrapt condition. But this Spi- 
ritual 


14 A Sermon Preach'd at Court, &c, 
ritual Sorrow is effeEtual to one of the prea- 
reſt and higheſt Purpoſes, that mankind can be' 
Concerned in, It 1s a means to avert an im- 
pendent wrath; to diſarme an oftended Omni- 
potence ; and even to fetch a Soul out of the 
very jawes of Hell, Sothat the End and Con- 
ſequence of this ſorrow, ſweetens the ſorrow 
it ſelf : and as Solomon ſayes, In the midſ} of 
laughter, the heart is ſorrowful ; fo in the mi 
of ſorrow here, the heart may rejoyce : for 
while it mourrs, it reads, 'Thae thoſe that mourn 
ſhall be comforted ; and ſo while the Penitent 
weeps with one Eye, he views his Deliverance 
with the other. But then for the External 
Expreſſions,: and vent of Sorrow ; we know 
Wat there is a certain pleaſure in weeping ; it 
is the Diſcharge of a big and a ſwelling grief, 
of afull and aſtrangling diſcontent : and there- 
fore he that never had ſuch a burden upon his 
heart, as to'give him Spporturity thus to eaſe 
it, has one pleaſure mn this World, yet to Come, 
2. As for the other part of Repentance, 
which is change of life ; this indeed may be 
troubleſome m the Entrance ; bur it is but the 
firlt bold onſet, the firſt reſolute Violence and 
invaſion upon a vitious habit, that is ſo ſharp 
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and aflicting, Every impreſſion of the Lan- 
cet Cuts, but it is the firit onely that Smarts. 
Beſides, it is an Argument hugely unreaſon- 
able, to plead the Pawne of paſſing from a V iti- 
ous Elitate, unleſs it were proved, that there 
was none 1n the contunuance wnder it: But 
ſurely, when we read of the Service, the Bon- 
dage, and the Captryity of Sinners, we are not 
entertam'd only-with the Air of Words, and 
Metaphors; and inſtead of Truth, put off with 
Sunilitudes, Let him that fayes 1t is a trou- 
ble to refram from a Debauch, convince us, 
that it is not a greater to undergoe one : and that 
the Confeſlor did not impoſe a ſhrewd Pen- 
nance upon the Drunken man, by bidding bim 
goand be drunk again : and that liſping, raging, 
redneſs of Eyes, and what 15not fit tobe named 
in fuch an Audience, 1s not more toilſome, then 
tobe clean, and quiet, and diſcreet,and reſpect. 
ed for being ſo, All the trouble that is m it, 
is the trouble of being ſound, being cured, and 
being recovered, But if there be great,argu- 
ments for Health, then certamly, there are the - 
ſame for the obtaining of it:and ſo keeping a due 
proportion between Spirituals and 'T'emporals, 
we neither have, nor pretend to greater Argu- 
ments for Reoentance, Having 
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Having thus now, cleared off all, that by 
way of Objection c anlie againſt the Tru 
aſlerted, by ſhowing the proper Qualificati- 
ons of the Subject , to whom only the wayes of 
Wiſdom, can be wayes of Pleaſantneſs ; for the 
further proſecution of the matter in hand, 1 
ſhall ſhow what are thoſe properties that fo 
peculiarly ſet off, and enhance the Excellency 
of this Pleaſure. | 

1, The firſt is, That it is the proper plea- 
ſure of that part of man, which 1s the largeſt 
and molt comprehenſive of Pleaſure, and that 
iS his mind : a ſubltance of a boundleſs com- 
prehenſion, 'The mind of man is an Image, not 
only of Crods Spirituality, but of his Infinity, 
It 1s nor like any of the Sences, limited to this 
or that kind of object: as the ſight intermedles 
not with that which affects the ſmell; but with 
an univerſal ſuperintendence,itarburates upon, 
and takes them in, all, It 1s (as I may fo ſay) 
an Ocean, into whick all the little Rivolets of 
Senſation , both External and Interval, dif- 
charge themſelves, It isframed by Cod to re- 
ceive. all and more then Nacure can afford it ; 
and fo to be.its own motive to ſeek forſomething 
above Nature, Now this is that part of man, 

| to 
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to which the Pleaſures of Religion properly 
belong : and that in a double reſpect. 

1, Inreference to Speculation, as it ſuſleins 
the name of Underſtanding, 

2. In reference to PraCtice, as it ſuſlems the 
name of Conſcience, 

1, And firſt for Speculation : the pleaſures 
of which have been ſometimes ſo great, ſo in- 
tenſe,ſo ingroſhing of all the Powers of the Soul, 
that there has been no room left for any other 
Pleaſure, Tt has fo called together all the Spi- 
rits to that one Work, that chere has bin no ſup- 
ply to carry on the Inferior operations of Na- 
ture, Contemplation feels no Hunger, nor 1s 
ſenſible of any 'Thirlt, but of that after know- 
ledge. How frequent and exalted a Pleaſure 
did David find from his Meditation in the Di- 
vine Law ! all the day long it was the Theam 
of his Thoughts, The affairs of State, the 
government of his Kingdom , might indeed . 
employ , but it was this only that refreſh'd his 
mind, - 

How ſhort of this are the delights of the E- 
picure ! how vaſtly diſproportionate are the 
Pleaſures of the Eating, and of the Thinking 
man ! indeed as different, as the ſilence of an 

| D Archt- 
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Archimedes mn the (tudy of a Problem, and che 
ſtillneſs of a Sow at her waſh, Nothing is 
comparable to the pleaſure of an Active, ard | 
a prevailing thought : a thought prevailing 0- 
ver the difficulty and obſcurity of the Object, 
"and refreſhing the Soul with new diſcoveries, 
and images of things ; and thereby extending 
the Bounds of Apprehenſion, and (as it were) 
cularging the Territories of Reaſon. 


Now this pleaſure of the Speculation of 
Divine thwgs, 1s advanced upon a dou- 
ble Account, 


1, The Greatneſs, 
2, The newneſs of the Objedt. 


1, And firlk for the greatneſs of it, Tt is no 
leſs then the great Crod himſelf, and that both 
in his Nature, aud his Works, For the Eye 
of Reaſon, like that of the Eagle, directs it ſelf 
chiefly to the Sun, to a glory that neither ad- 
mits of a Superior, nor an Equal, Religion 
carries the Soul to the ſtudy of every Divuc 
Attribute, 

It poſes it with the amazing thoughts of 
Omnupotence ; of a Power-able to fetch up 
tuch a Clorjous Fabrick, as this of the world, 
Out 
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out of the Abyſs of Vanity-and Nothing,and a- 
ble to through it back into the ſame Origiral 
Nothing again, It drowns us in the ſpeculation 
of the Divine Omniſcience ; that can maintain 
aſleady infallible comprehenſion of all Events 
in themſelves Contiwgent and Accidental ; ard 
certawly know'thar, which does rot certainly 
exit, It confounds the greatell ſubcilties of 
Specvlation , with the Riddles of ods Om- 
nipreſerce ; that can ſpread a fingle Indiyi- 
dual fubilance through all ſpaces; and yet with- 
out any commenſuration of parts to any, or Cir- 
cumſcripticn within any, though totally mn eve- 
ry one, And then for his Eternity; which ron- 
pluſles the Strongeſt and the Clearelt Corce- 
ption, to comprehend how one {ingle ACt of 
Duration,ſhould meaſure all Periods and Por- 
tions of time without any of the dillinguyſhing 
parts of Succeſſion, Likewiſe for his Juſlice ; 
which ſhall prey uponthe ſinner for ever,fatis- 
fying it ſelf by a perpetual Miracle, rerdrig 
cae Creature unmortal im the midit of the 
flames; alwayes conſuming, but never conſu- 
med, With the like wonders we may entertain 
our Speculations from his Mercyzhis Beloved, 
his Triumphant Attribute ; an Attribute, if it 
D 2 Were 
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were poſſible, ſomething more then Infinite; for 
even his Juſtice is ſo, and his Mercy tranſcends, 
that, Laitly,we may contemplate upon hs ſu- 
pernatural, aſtoniſhwg wo: ks ; particularly in 
che Reſurrection, and reparation of the fame 
numerical Body, by a reunion of all che ſcatte- 
red Parts, to be at length diſpoſed of ito an 
eltace of Eternal woe or Bliſs; as alſo the 
oreatneſs & ſtrangeneſs of the Beatifick Viſion; 
how a created Eye ſhould be fo fortifyed, as to 
bear all thoſe Gloryes that ſtream from the 
fountain of uncreated Light ; the meanelt ex- | 
preſſion of which Light, is, that it 15 unexpreſ- 
{ible, Now what great and high ObjeEts are 
theſe for a Rational Contemplation to buly it 
ſe]f upon ! Heights that ſcorn the reach of our 
ProſpeEt ; and Depths in which the talleſt 
Reaſon will never touch the Bottom : yer ſure- 
ly the pleaſure ariſing from thence 1s Crear 
and Noble ; for as much, as they aftord per- 
petual matter and imployment to the inqui- 
ſ1tiveneſs of Humane Reaſon ; and fo are large 
enough, for it to take its full ſcope and range mn, 
Which when it has ſuck'd and dremed the ut- 
moſt of any Object, naturally layes it aſide, 
and neglects it as a dry and an Empty thing, 


2, As 
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2. As the things belonging to Religion 
entertain our Speculation with great Objects, 
ſo they enteytain it alſo with new; - And 
novelty we know is the *great parent” of 
pleaſure ; upon which account it is, that 
men are fo much pleaſed with Variety , and 
Variety is nothing elſe but a. continued No- 
velty. 'The Athenians , who were the profeſt 
and moſt diligent Improvers of their Reaſon, 
made it their whole baſineſs to hear or to tell 
ſome new- thing : For the truth 1s , Newneſs 
eſpecially in great matters, . was a worthy 
entertainment for a ſearching mind ; 1t was 
(as I may ſo fay ) an High Talt fire for the 
reliſh of an Athenian Reaſon, And chereupon 
the meer unheard of ſtrangeneſs of Jeſus 
and the Reſurrection , made them deſirous to 
hear it diſcourſed of to them again, 19,4s 23.9 
Bur how would it have employed their ſearch- 
ig Facultes, had the Myttery of the T rinity, 
and the Incarnation of the Sonn of Grod , and 
the whole Oeconomy of mans Redemption, 
been explained to them ! For how could it ever 
enter into checho1ghts of Reaſon, thar a ſa- 
risfaCtion could be paid ro an Infinite Juſtice 2 
Or, that ewo Natures ſo unconceivably dit- 
on ferent, 
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ferent,as the Humane and Divine , could unite 
into one perſon ? 'The knowledge of "theſe 
things could derive from nothing elſe but pure 
Revelation, and*conſequently muſt be purely 
New to the higheſt diſcourſes of meer Nature, 
Now that the Newneſs of an Object lo excee- 
dingly pleaſes and ftrikes the mind ; appears 
from this one conſideration ; that every thing 
pleaſes more in expectation then frvition : and 
expectation ſuppoſes a thing as yet ne , tne 
hoped for diſcovery of which is t'e P!2#ture 
thar entertains - the expeCtig, and ernquiring 
mind: Whereas ACtual diſcovery (as it were ) 
rifles and deflours the Newneſs and Freſhneſs 
of the objeEt,and ſo for the moſt part makes it 
Cheap, Familiarand Contemptible, 

It is cleertherefore, that, if there beany 
@Plcaſure tothe mind from ſpeculation ; and if 
this pleaſure of ſpeculation be advanced by the 
gfeatneſs and newneſs of the things contem- 
plated upon; all this is to be found m the wayes 
of Religion, 

2, In the next place, Religion is a pleaſure to 
the mind, as it reſpects PraCtice,and ſo ſulteins 
he Name of Conſcience. And Conſcience 
undoubtedly is the great Repoſitory and Maga- 
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zine of all thoſe pleaſures that can afford any 
ſolid refreſhment to the Soul, For when this 
is calm, and ſerene, and abſolving,then proper- 
ly a man enjoys all things, and what is more; 
Himſelf, for that he muſt do, before he can 
enjoy any thing elſe, But it is only a Pjous lite, 
lead exactly by the rules of a ſevere Religion, 
that canauthorize a mans Conſcience to ſpeak 
comfortably to him - Ic is this that mult word 
the ſentence, before the Conſcience can pro- 
nounce it ; and then it will do it with Majeſty 
and Authority ; It will not whiſper , but pro- 
claum a Jubilee to the mind, It will not drop, 
but pour in oile upon the wounded heart, And 
15 thereany pleaſure comparable to that which 
ſprings from hence ! The Pleaſure of Conſci- 
ence 15 not onl y-greater then all other Pleaſures, 
but may alſo ſerve inſtead of them : for they 
only pleaſe and affeCt the mind in Tranſitu, in 
the pittiful narrow compaſs of aCtual fruition; 
whereas that of Conſcience entertains and feeds 
it a long time after with durable, laſting re- 
fleEtions, 

And thus much for the firſt ennobling pro- 
perty of the Pleaſure belonging to Religion, 
namely, that it 1s the pleaſure of the mind, 

and» 
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and that both, as it relates to Speculation, and 
is call'd the Underftanding; and as it relates to 
Practice, and is called the Conſcience. 

2, 'The ſecond ennobling property of 1t 15, 
chat it is ſuch a pleaſure as never ſatiates, or 
wearies : for it properly atteEts the Spirit, and 
a Spirit feels no wearineſs, as being priviledged 
from the cauſes of it, But can the Epicure 
ſay fo of any of the pleaſures that he ſo much 
dotes upon ? Do they not expire; while chey 
ſatisfie ? and after a few minutes refreſhment, 
determine in loathing and unquietneſs? How 
ſhort 15 the Interval between a pleaſure and a 
Burden! how .undiſcernable the "Tranſition 
from one to the other-! Pleaſure dwells no lon- 
ver upon the Appetite, then the neceſſities of 
Nature, which are quickly, and eaſily provi- 
ded for ; and then all that follows, 1s a load 
and an oppreſſhon, Every morſel to a fſatisfy- 
ed Hunger, 1s onely a new Labour to a tired 
Dige!tion, - Every draught to him that has 
quencht his Thirſt, is but a further quench-' 
ing of Nature; a proviſion for R heums and Di- 
ſeaſes ; a drownung of the quickneſs,and aCtivi- 
ty of the Spirits, 

He tiat prolongs his meals, and ſacrifices 
his + 
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his/Tune, as well as his others Convenien- 
ces, to his Luxury, how quickly: does he 
out-{it his Pleafure ?' and then how is all 
the following time beltowed-upon Cere- 
mony and Surfet ! till atlength after along 
fatigue of Eating, and Drinking, and Bab- 
ling, he concludes the great work of Dine- 
ing Gentilely, and ſo makes a ſhift ro riſe. 
fromTable, that he may lye down upon his 
Bed : Where, after he has flept himſelf 
into fome ufe of Himſelf, by much adoe 
he (taggers -to his 'Table again, and there 
acts over the ſame Bruicſh Scene : fo that 
he paſles his whole. life /4n a dozed Con- 
dition berween{leepmg, and waking, with a 
kind of drowſineſs, and confuſion upon his 
Sences ; which, what pleaſure it can be, is 
hard to conceive ; all that 1s of it, dwels 
upon tae tipp of his Tongue, and within 
the compaſs of his Palat ; a worthy prize 
for a manto purchaſe with the loſs of his 
Time, his Reaſon, and Himſelf, t 
Nos is that man leſs deceived , -- that 
thinks to. maintain a conſtare tenure of 
Fleaſure, by a.corzinual purfuic. of. Sports 
and Recreations : 'For it is: molt certainly 
a E True 
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Teuvof a)l rtheſechings/, that as taty xe- 
freſhaa man when he 1s amy they weary 
him when he is refreſh'd ; Which is an evi- 
dent Demonſtration that Cod. never de- 
figned the uſe of them to be continual ; 
by putting ſuch an emptineſs mn them , as 
ſhould ſo-quickly fail and lurch the expe- 
£tation, 

The molt Voluptuous, and: looſe per- i 
fon breathing , were he but tryed to follow 
bis Hawks, and his Hounds, his Dice, and 
his Courtſhips every day, would fund it the 
grcatelt 'Torment, and Calamity thaf could 
befal him ; he would: flie to the «Hines | 
and the Gallyes. for his Recreation, and 
to the Spadeand the Mattock for a Diverſ1- 
on from the miſery of a Continuall un-mter- 
mitted Pleaſure, 

But on the contrary, the Providence of 
(rod has fo ordered the Courſe of things, 
that chere is:no AEtion , whoſe uſefulneſs 
has made it the matter of -Ducy, and of a 
Profeihon , but a man may bear the Gon- 
tinual-purſuit of xt , without Loathing or 
Saticty. 'The ſame Shop-and 'T rade, that 
employes a man m tus Youth., —_— 
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him alfo in his Age. 'Every morning he 
riſes freſh to his Hammer and ys Amvil-; 
he paſles the Day ſ{1nging -* Cuftome has 
raturalized his Labour -to hun: His 
Shop is his Element , «and he cannot with 
any enjoyment of himſelf live out of it, 
Whereas, no cuſtome can make the pain- 
fulneſs of a Debauch eaſy, or pleaſing to 
a man ; fince nothing can be pleafant that ' 


| 15 Unnatural. But row, if Cod has m- 


terwoven ſuch a pleaſure with the works 
of our ordittary Calling ; how much fu. 
perior and more refined muſt that be , 
that ariſes from the ſurvey of a: Pious 
and well governed Life ! Surely, as much 
as Chriſtianity is nobler then a Trade. 
And then, for the - Conſtant freſh» 
neſs of it; it is ſuch a pleaſure as can 
never cloy or overwork the mind : | for, 
ſurely no man was ever weary of thmkeng, 
much leſs of tlunkivg chat he: had done 
well or vertuouſly , that he had con- 
quered ſuch and fach a Temptation, or 
offered Violence to any of his Exorbitant 
Deſires, This is a delight that. grows and 
unproves  uider thoughe and! reflexion : 
K-20 and 
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and while it exerciſes, does -alſo endear it 
ſelf to the mind ; at the fame time imploy- 
ing and irflamirg the Meditations, All 
pleaſures thar affzEt the Body, muſt neec's 
weary , becauſe they tranſport, and all 
'Tranſportation is a V wlence; and no Vio- 
lence can be laſting , but determines upon 
the falling of te Spirits, which are not able 
to keep up that height of motion , that the 
Pleaſure of the Senſes raiſes them to, And 
therefore how inevitably does an immode- 
rate laughter end ina {1gh? which is oily Na- 
tures recorering it ſelf aſter a force dore to 
it, But che Religious Pleaſure of a well dif- 
poſed mird,moves gently,and therefore con- 
{tancly ; it doesnot affect by Rapture ard 
Extaſte ; butis like the pleaſure of Health, 
which is Still and Sober, yet Crreater and 
Stronger, then thoſe that call xp the Senſes, 
wath groſler and more affeCting impreſſions, 
God has given no man a Body as ſtrong 
as his Appertiets ; . bur has corrected the 
Boundl:neſs of his Voluptuous defires, 
by ſtintiog his ſtrengehs, and contraCting his 
Capacities. | 

But to look upon thoſe pleaſures = 

at 
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that have an higher objeCt than the Body ; 
as thoſe A from hoat w 
grandeur of Condition ; yet we ſhall find, 
that -even theſe are not ſo freſh and con- 
ſtant , but the Mind can nauſeate them , 
and. quickly feel the thinneſs of a popu- 
lar Breath, Thoſe that are fo fond of 
Applauſe, while they purſue it, how lit- 
tle do they talt it when they have it! Like 
lighcung, it only flafhes upon the face and 
1s gone, andit 15 well if it does not hurt the 
man, But for greatneſs of Place ; though 
it 15 fit and neceſſary, that ſome perſons in 
the world ſhould be in love with a ſplendid 
ſervitude, yet certainly they mult be much 
beholding to their own fancy, that. they 
can be pleaſed at it, For he that riſes up 
early, and goes to bed late; only to re- 
ceive Addrefles, to read and anſwer Pe- - 
titions, 15 really as much tied and abridg- 
ed in his freedom, as he that waits all that 
time to preſent one, And what pleaſure 
can it be to be encumbred with Depen- 
dances, throng'd ard ſurrounded with Pe- 
titioners ? and thoſe perhaps ſometimes all 
Suitors for the ſame thing : whereupon - 

t 
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but one will be fure to depart grumbling, 
becauſe they miſle of what they think 
their due : and even that one ſcarce 
thankful , becauſe he thinks he has no 
more than his due. In a word, if it is 
a pleaſure to be envied and ſhot at, to be 
maligned ſtanding, and to be deſpiſed fal- 
ling, to endeavour that which is impoſſi- 
ble, which is to pleale all, and to ſuffer 
for not. doing it ; then 1s it a pleaſure to 
be great, and to be able todiſpoſe of mens 
fortunes and preferments, 

But further to proceed from hence, to 
yet an higher degree of Pleaſure, indeed 
the higheſt on this fide that of Reli- 
gion; which 45 the pleaſure of Friend- 
ſhip and Converſation. Friendſhip muſt 
confeſſedly be allowed , the Top, the 
Flower, and Crown of all Temporal en- 
joyments, Yet has not this alſo its flaws, 
and its dark {ide ? For is not my Friend | 
a man, and 1s not Friendſhip ſubject to 
the ſame Mortality and Change that men 
are? And in caſe aman loves, and is not 
loved again, does he not tinuk that he 
has cauſe to hate as heartily, and-ten | 
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times mofe eaperly chen ever he loved? 
and then to be an Enemy, and once to 
have bin a Friend , does it not embitter 
the Rupture, and aggravate the Calami- 
tie ? But admitting chat my Friend con- 
cinues ſo to the end 3 yet in the meah 
time, is he all PerfeEtion , all Vertae;, 
and Diſcretion? Has he not humonrs to 


| be endured, as well as kmdneſſes to be 


enjoyed? And am I ſure to fmell che 
Roſe, without ſfometunes feeling the 
Thorn ? 

And then laſtly for Company ; though 
it may Reprieve a man from his Melancho- 
ly, yet it carinot ſecure him from his Con- 
{cience, nor from ſfometunes being alone ! 
And what 1s all that a man enjoyes, from 
a weeks, a months, or a years converſe, 
comparable to what he feels for one hour, 
when his Conſcience ſhall take him afide, 


and rate him by himſelf! 


In ſhort, run over the whole Circle of 
all Earthly Pleaſures, and I dare affirm , 
that had not God ſecured a man a folid 

leaſure from his own Actions , after he 


ad rolled from one to another,” and en- 
| joyed 
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joyed them all, he would be forced to 
complaine, that either they were not m- 
deed Pleaſures, or that Pleaſure wasnot 
Satisfaction, 

3. 'The third ennoblug Property of the 
Pleaſure that accrews to a man from Re- 
gion, is, chat it is ſuch an one as is m 
no bodies power, but onely in his that has 
it ; fothar he that has the Propriety, may 
be alſo ſure of the Perpetuity, And tell 
me fo of any outward enjoyment , that 
Mortality is capable of, We are gene- 
rally at he mercy of mens Rapine, Ava- 
rice, and Violence, whether we ſhall be 
happy or no, For if I build my felicity 
upon my Eſtate or Reputation, I am hap- 
py as long as the 'Tyrant, or the Railer 
will give me leave to be ſo, But when 
- my concernments take up no more room 
or compaſs, then my ſelf ; then fo long as 
I know where to breath, and to exit, I 
know alſo where to, be happy: for I 
know I may be fo in my own Brealt, in 
the Court of my own Conſcience, where, 
if I can but prevail wich my felf to be In- 
nocent, I need bribe neither Judge nox bot 

cer 
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ficer to be pronounced ſo, The pleaſure 
of the Religious man, is ancaſie and a por- 
table pleaſure, ſuch an-one as he carries 
about 1 his boſome , without alarming 
either the Eye or Envy of the world, A 
mans putting all his pleaſures into this 
one , 1s like a 'Travellers putting all his 
goods into one Jewel : the Value is the 
{ame, and the Conyenience greater. 

There 1s nothing that: can raiſe a man 
to that generous abſoluteneſs of conditi- 
on, as neither to cringe, to fawn, or to 
depend meanly ; but chat which gives 
him that happineſs within himſelf, for 
which men depend upon others, For 
ſurely I need falut2 no great mans 'T hre- 
ſhold, ſneak to none of his Friends or 
Servants, to ſpeak a good word for me 
to my Conſcience, It is a noble, and a 
ſure Defiance of a great Malice , backe 
with a, great Intereſt ; which, yet ca 
have no advantage of a man, bar from his 
own ExpeCtations of ſomething that 1s 
without himſelf, But if I can make m 
Duty my delight ; if I can fealt, and pleaſe, 
and carelle iy mind with the- pleaſures 
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of worthy Speculations, or vertuous pra- 
Etices, let Cireatneſs and Malice vex and 
abridge me if they can: my Pleaſures. are 
as free as my Will; nomore to be con- 
trolled then my Choice, or the unlimi- 
ted range of my 'Thoughts and my De- 
(tres, 

Nor is this kind of Pleaſure onely out 
of the reach of any outward Violence ; 
bat even thoſe things alſo, that make a 
much cloſer impreſſion upon us , which 
are the irreſiſtible decayes of Nature , 
have yet no influence at all upon this, 
For when Age it ſelf, which of all things 
in the world, will not be baffled or defy- 
ed, ſhall begin to Arrelt, Seize, and re- 
mind us of our Mortality, by Paines, A- 
ches, deadneſs of Limbs, and dulneſs of 
Sences ; yet then the pleaſure of. the 
mind, ' ſhall be m its full Youth, Vigour, 
and Freſhnelle, A Palſie may as well 
ſhake an Oak, or a Feaver dry up a Foun- 
taine, as cither of them ſhake, dry up, or 
impair the delight of Conſcience, For 
it lies within, it Centers in the heart, it 
grows into the very ſubſtarice of the Soul ; 
=: :. 
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ſo that it accompanies a man to his Crrave ; 
he never out-hves it,and that for this cauſe 
onely , ''becauſe he cannot out-five him- 
ſelf. 

And thus I have endeavour'd to deſcribe 
the Excellency of that Pleaſ! ure that 1s to 
be fond m the wayes of a Religious Wiſ- 
dome, by thoſe excellent properties that 
do attend it ; wiich, whether they reach 
the Deſcription that has been given them, 
or no, every man may convince himſelf, 
by the belt of Demonſtrations, which is 
his own tryal, | 

Now, from all this Diſcourſe, this I 
am ſure, 1s a moſt natural and direCt com, 
ſequence, that if the wayes of Relzgzon, are 
wayes of Pleaſantneſs ; then thoſe that are 
not wayes of Pleaſantneſs , are rot truly 
and properly wayes of Religton, Upon 
which ground, it 1s eaſte to fee wit judg- 
ment is to be paſled upon all thoſe at- 
fected, uncommanded , abſurd Auſte- 
rities, fo much prized, and exerciſed by 
ſome of, the Romiſh Profeſſhon, Pil- 
orimages,zoing barefoot, Hair-ſhirts, ard 
Whips , with other ſuch Coſpel-Artil- 

| F 2 lery, 
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lery, are their onely helps to Devotion : 
Things never enjoyned , either by the 
Prophets under the Jewiſh, or by the A- 
poltles under the Chriſtian Oeconomy ; 
who, yet ſurely, underſtood the proper, 
and the moſt efficacious Inſtruments of 
Pity, as well as any Confeſſor, or Fryar 
of all the Order of St. Francts , or any 
Caſuilt whatſoever, 

It ſeems, that with them, a man ſome- 
times cannoc be a Penitent, unleſs he alſo 
tures Vagabord , and foots it to Jeruſa- 
lem; or wanders over this or that part of the 
world to viſit the Shrine of ſuch or ſuch a 
Srerended Saint ; though perhaps in his life, 

ten tumes more ridiculous then themſelves : 
thus, that which was Cains Curſe, is be- 
come their Religion, He that thinks to 
expiate a Sin, by going barefoot, does the 
Pennance of a Crooſe; and onely makes 
one Folly , the Attonement of another, 
Paul indeed was Scourged and Beaten 
by the Jewes , but we never read that 
he Beat or Scourg'd himſelf : and if they 
think that his keeping under of his Body 
imports ſo much ; chey mult firſt prove, 
| that 
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that the Body:catnot be kept wider 'by- # 
Vertuous mind , and that; the 'mind -can- 
not be made Vertuous but by a Scourge ; 
and conſequently that Thongs and Whipeord 
are means of Crrace , and things necellary 
to Salvation, Tine Truth is , if mens Re- 
ligion lyes no deeper then their Skin, 
it 1s poſſible that chey may Scourge 
themſelves wto very great Improve- 
ments, 

But they wall find that Bodely exerciſe 
touches not the Soul ; and that neither 
Pride, nor Luſt, nor Covetouſneſs, nor any 
other Vice was ever Mortifyed by 'Cor- 
poral Diſciplines : 'tis not the Back , 
but the Heart that muſt Bleed for fin : 
and conſequently, that in this whole Courſe 
they are like men out of their way ; let 
them Slaſh on never ſo fait , they arc 
not at all the nearer to their Journyes 
end: and: howſozver they deceive them- 
ſelves and others, they may as well ex- 

eCt to bring a Cart, as a Soul to Heaven 
by ſuch means, What Arguments they 
have to beguile poor Simple, unltable Souls 
with, I know not ; but ſurely the PraCtical 
1 Caſuiſti- 
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Caſuiſtical, chat is, the Principal, Vital part 
of their Religion ſavours very lictle'of Spi- 
rituality,' , 

And now upon the reſult of all, IT . 
ſuppoſe that-to exhort men to be Reli- 
gious , is only in other words to exhort 
them to take their Pleaſure, ' A Plea- 
ſure High, Rational , and Angelical ; a 
Pleaſure., embaſed with no apperdant 
ſting , no conſequent Loathigs , no Re- 
morſes , 'or bitter farewels, But ſuch an 
one, as being Honey in the Mouth , ne- 
ver all or Cravel in the Belly. 
A Plegfthre made for the Soul , and 
the Sout for that ; ſuitable to its Spiri- 
ruality, and equal to all its Capacities, 
Such an one as grows freſher upon En- 
joyment, and though continually Fed up- 
on, yet is never Devoured, A Pleaſure 
that a Man may call as properly his own, 
as his Soul and his Conſcience ; nei- 
ther lyable to Accident , nor expoſed to 
Injury, Ir 1s the fore-talte of Heaven, and 
the Earneſt of Eternity, In a word, it 
15 ſuch an ore, as being begun in Grace, 
pales into Glory , Bleſledneſs and Im- 
| | mortality, * 
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mortality , and thoſe Pleaſures that netther | 


Eye has ſeen , nor Bar beard , nor has it entred 
into the Heart of Man to Concerve, 


To which Cod of his Mercy vouchſafe 
to bring us all : ro whom be rendred 
and aſcribed, as is molt due, all Praiſe, 
Might, Majeſty, and Dominion, both 
now and for evermore, Amen. 


